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Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order by Chair Todd Ravinett.
Introduction of new members (Christopher Alsante, Susan Buckler, Suzy Hinchey, Sean Mahoney)
Approval of Minutes:
Motion to accept the minutes from June 17, 2011 was made by Bob Hirsch, seconded by March Gallagher and carried unanimously.

Financial Report:
Cynthia Baran, OET Deputy Director, presented the fiscal report (electronically), looking at expenditure rate against 3 main fund sources (Adult, Dislocated Worker, Youth). 
[Explanatory notes: Also other fund sources: Stimulus funds (from two years ago, have been spent); Supplemental state funds; Disability resource coordinator funds;. Additional state funds; trade adjustment assistance, Summer Youth Program (TANF), stimulus incentive] Accrued expenditures compared to 3 main fund sources & admin pool (10% off top of fund sources) those funds go back into main fund sources (A, Y, DW).  We met expenditure rates, and stimulus dollars were fully expended as needed. 
Example: Adult expenditure rate, compared to last year (have to spend 100% of carry in and 80% of new dollars). At end of June, we had met and somewhat exceeded expenditure. Youth: was slightly under, but met or exceeded overall.
Q. Impact of budget crisis on total funds available this program year? 
A. Estimated close to 30% cut this year in federal dollars.
Q. How much was actual training cuts vs administration (Elaine asking)? A. Not known


MOTION: The Workforce Investment Board of Ulster County moves to allocate Dislocated Worker funds to Adult, and Administrative funds to Training.
Motion to accept the motion was made by Lance Matteson, seconded by Elaine Trott and carried unanimously.

Report on Hurricane Disaster Relief – It is important to be sure to get the same information out from all sources (various agency websites, offices, etc). 
There has been tremendous damage to agriculture and hospitality (ex Emerson Hotel), and even manufacturing. Central Hudson was very helpful in prioritizing repairs to get people back to work. 
There was mention of the Catskill Watershed Corp grant program; short term loans available; and SVA-loan money (register with FEMA).

From DOL – Disaster Unemployment Assistance information (claims by Oct 3). Disaster centers at BRC and Bellayre.

Quick read on businesses, how they were affected by the disaster: 
TechCity-employees unable to get to work during first week, difficulty coordinating with partner businesses – extra expenditures for overtime pay.
Honors Haven Resort & Spa – lost parts of golf course, flooding on neighboring properties.
Chamber of Commerce – accommodations for stranded people. Telephone relay center for physician’s offices.
Mohonk: a lot of trail/road washouts, some issues on access roads, some leaks – had generators. Employees were able to get to work/stay over.

33Delivered- okay themselves, assisted businesses they work with in getting the word out about them being inaccessible.

Saugerties HeadStart, Phoenicia HeadStart – flooding, some staff lost homes 
Other businesses/organizations had minimal impact: some power loss, most staff able to get to work, issues with TimeWarner/Verizon communications seemed widespread.
Mention from Ulster Fire of the large impact on campgrounds (washouts).
Town of Ulster – emergency services were well-prepared.

---If any organizations need help getting their communication, etc prioritized – contact County Exec’s office.
--Claims for business interruption: can back date to Friday night (State of Emergency).
County website – large resource of information.


Update on Governor Cuomo’s REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 

FOR THE MID-HUDSON VALLEY REGION  - Thom Kleiner, NYSDOL

Final Strategic Plan to be developed by November 15. Goal to streamline economic development. CFA –Consolidated Funding Application for economic purposes. Other goals: keep jobs, gain new jobs, encourage businesses to locate to this area. Process to identify priority projects, and work on strategic plan to be eligible for more funding. Workforce workgroup involved in generating ideas for the strategic plan. Forums being used to obtain feedback.

Priority given to projects that enhance economic development of the region, provide economic benefit, etc.
Mention of Ulster County Tomorrow plan – will it be incorporated into this 5 year strategic plan? (also, Sullivan, Westchester)

Where is funding from? $200 Million – Empire State Development funds (immediate, competitive process), 15% of WIA funding that goes to state is a possible funding source for this $1 Billion total fund. Other $800 Million – currently existing funding.

Presentation of Slate of Officers: 



Motion to approve the slate of officers was made by Chris McKeever, seconded by Elaine Trott, and unanimously accepted.

Youth Council – Jessica Robie – Strategic planning process meeting was on 9/15/11: Committees formed: Work readiness/job fairs, school to work focus. Outreach to businesses subcommittee (working with businesses, looking for internships, work on recognition for the National Work Readiness Credential). Committee for outreach and public event planning.
Summer Youth Employment Program PY 2011– Brief summary presented by Nancy Schaef (115 youth, funding sources: TANF, SJE). More detailed report to be presented at next meeting.

Adjourn:

Motion to adjourn was made, seconded and carried unanimously.
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