ULSTER COUNTY WORKFORCE INVESTMENT BOARD

YOUTH COUNCIL

MINUTES

November 10, 2011 
Present:  Terry Bell, Roland Carlito, Lydia Diaz, Bill Doughman, Arlene Foy Reynolds, Victoria Gore, James Hanstein, Shakia Mc-Comb-Johnson, Beverly Perlman, Mark Pisano, Sue Repko, Janet Rigaux, Jessica Robie, Nancy Schaef
Excused: Rev. Modele Clark, Tammy Gillon, Denna Keyes, Bonnie Landi,
Absent: Lisa Anson, Emily Bender, Eric Houghtaling, Elaine Lawrence, James Rhein, Genevieve Salerno 
The meeting was called to order at 8:37 am by Chair Jess Robie. 

1. Introduction for new attendees.  Terry Bell from Kingston Housing Authority was welcomed to the Youth Council.  Terry explained the resources of the Kingston Housing Authority.  Presently there is space available at some of the Housing Authority cites, including a small computer lab containing (with 3 Dells and 1 Mac).  Each is equipped with software to assist with resume writing and typing tutorials.  They also have picture, video and graphic editing programs.  The Housing Authority also has community spaces available throughout Kingston.  The Housing Authority no longer has staffing to do programming out of these spaces, however, we should explore how the Youth Council can assist the HA with utilizing this space with other community groups.  It was mentioned that Big Brothers Big Sisters was scheduled to do on-site mentoring in some of these spaces but have since lost their funding this is no longer an option.
2. Minutes: 
Motion to accept the minutes of the October 13, 2011 meeting was made by Jim Hanstein seconded by Janet Rigaux and carried unanimously.

3. Reports on Sub-Committees
See attached Minutes from each of the sub-committee meetings for further details.  

· Transportation Sub-committee – Bev Perlman
The transportation sub-committee met with Denis Doyle, Director of Planning, and Bob Di Bella, director of UCAT on October 28th to address the issues of lack of access, schedule challenges, and finding some solutions.  A consultant has been hired to review the transportation needs of the county and offer suggestions towards a regional plan.  There is a meeting next Wed. November 16th at 1 pm at UCAT for stakeholders from the Human Service field to discuss the issues confronting our clients.  It is important that as many members of the YC attend.  Input from those persons, particularly those who coordinate transportation for customers, would be helpful at this meeting.  Let Nancy Schaef if you or persons from your agencies wish to attend.   
Bev Perlman announced that she is retiring the end of the year and the committee will need a new chair.
· Outreach and Public Relations – Kathy Keyser
The committee met on October 25th.  They tossed around various ideas about how to have a public presence for the Youth Council, including doing an event at the Lyons expo and also having a presence at the Youth Booth in the mall. Nancy Schaef suggested that the Youth Council provide a member to attend WIB (Workforce Investment Board) Marketing Committee meetings, so that marketing issues of the Youth Council is included in their agenda and not separately.     Shakia McComb-Johnson agreed to be the liaison with that committee.   

· Job Fair Sub-Committee- Bill Doughman
The committee met on Oct. 27th.  They picked April 4, 2012 as the date for the Kingston Job Fair.  Initial queries were made to SAGE in Saugerties regarding a job fair there.  There is enthusiasm but some question about ability to help coordinate as they did last year.  Roland Carlito from the Boys and Girls Club is willing to help, either as a part of SAGE of as the Boys and Girls Club.  The plan is to have another job fair there (Saugerties) as well this year.  Since there is no longer a substantive community link in Ellenville to do an Ellenville Job Fair, we will eliminate a Job Fair in Ellenville.  The suggestion was made to reach out to the Community Partnership for a Safer New Paltz to see about partnering for a New Paltz Job Fair.  It was unclear whether the Highland Job Fair will be happening this year.  Bev Perlman will follow up with Mike in Highland to see if it is planned.  The committee is reviewing the worker readiness curriculum and the National Worker Readiness Curriculum to come up with a revised curriculum for this year.  Amount of hours and format needs to be discussed.  The hope is to train trainers across the county to help offer these workshops.  Shakia McComb-Johnson was willing to do the workshops in the schools.  This sub-committee will meet again on November 17th at 10 am in room 511 at the BRC
· Outreach to Business Sub-Committee – Arlene Foy Reynolds
This committee has been very small to date and needs a member who has connections to the business community, perhaps someone from a Chamber of Commerce.  Nancy Schaef outreached to Joyce Maynard from the New Paltz Regional Chamber of Commerce and she is willing to join the Youth Council and work on this sub-committee.  There were some other suggestions of people in the community that might be good resources, including Len Kane and Fran di Patrillo.  It was decided this sub-committee will join with the Outreach and Public Relations Committee.  Arlene is also retiring and so she will not be chairing beyond Feb. 2012.

The current members of this committee are: Kathy Keyser, James Hanstein,  Mark Pisano, Eric Houghtaling, Shakia McComb-Johnson, Nancy Schaef,  Deena Keyes

Arlene Foy Reynolds.
Victoria Gore will move to the Transportation Sub-Committee.
4. Presentation of the RISE Program – Kathy Keyser – SUNY Ulster 
RISE stands for Reaching Independence through Service and Education.  It is open to people who are on TANF with children under the age of 18 and are interested in improving their circumstances through education.  There are 2 parts to the program:

Essential Skills which is a month long commitment of 30 hours a week.  It covers life skills, grammar, math, computers, time management, study skills, and other things necessary for success in the program.

Once essential skills portion is finished students can be enrolled in certificate and degree programs.  There is support, tutoring and other resources for people once they are in the program.  TANF pays for child care and the hours of the program count towards work hours for TANF requirements.  Referrals come through Ulster County DSS or can be brought to DSS by RISE Staff.

The program has 90% success rate in terms of people who maintain self sufficiency once they graduate from the program.

5. Announcements
· There is an upcoming panel discussion for parents and students with Asperger’s Syndrome about the transition to college.  Anyone interested can contact Bev Perlman for more information.

· Family of Woodstock, Inc’s annual Adolescent Services Dinner is happening again this year on Tuesday November 22nd at 6 pm at the Fair St. Church.  Also the Dancing with the Stars event was canceled and instead we are having a Chocolate Lover’s Brunch on Feb. 12, 2012.  Stay tuned for more information.

· The Woodstock Time Bank is screening Eat, Pray, Love at the Woodstock Community Center on Friday night 11/11/11 at 6 pm.  There is also a silent auction.  

· The efficiency apartment list is open with the Kingston Housing Authority for singles.  People can contact the Housing Authority for an application.  All other waiting lists are closed at this time.

8. Meeting was adjourned at  9:59 am by Jess Robie


Sub Committee Reports
Report on Public Outreach Sub Committee Meeting:

 Tuesday, October 25th, 7:30-8:15 am, Dunkin Donuts, Albany Ave., Kingston

Present:  Shakia Johnson, Nancy Schaef, Kathy Keyser (Jim was held up and arrived just after we left-sorry, Jim)

Excused: Vicki Gore, Jim Hanstein, Eric Houghtaling, Mark Pisano

 
We began by discussing  the role of the Public Outreach Sub-Committee.  Nancy Schaef informed the Committee that the Workforce Investment Board already has a committee for marketing the efforts of the WIB which includes the Youth Council.  The suggestion was made that a YC member joins this marketing committee at their periodic meetings in order to emphasize the need to promote the activities of the YC.  Shakia Johnson indicated an interest in doing so.  
Two options remain for the Public Outreach Sub Committee; one, we stay intact and focus on different tasks or two, we join the Outreach to Business Sub Committee or some other appropriate committee.
Report of Transportation Sub-Committee of the Youth Council

Thursday, October 20, 2011  

Present:
Jess Robie, Bev Perlman, Lydia Diaz, Eric Houghtaling, Jim Rhein, Bonni Landi, Jim Rhein, Nancy E.K. Schaef

The Youth Council members met with Dennis Doyle, Director of Planning for Ulster County and with Robert DiBella, Director of UCAT.

Items on the agenda were:  1.
Bus scheduling needed for off-hours employment (early AM; late/night shifts and weekends at the Mall for entry level jobs.   2. Better coordination between City of Kingston and Ulster County bus scheduling.  3. Ellenville commutation issues to jobs and job training.   4. JARC, New Freedom (DOT) and other funding possibilities for a Transportation Manager and/or equipment possibilities in Ulster County.

Dennis and Bob were extremely helpful and willing to hear our concerns.   They informed us of the County’s hiring of a consultant firm that is developing a Transit System Coordination and Development Plan to determine how service improvements and integration between systems can improve public transportation for Ulster County residents.   They invited us to a meeting of Human Services stakeholders that they would assist with building this Plan.  The meeting is:   November 16, 2011 at 1 pm at UCAT conference room.  




NEXT MEETING





Dec. 8, 2011 @ 8:30 am
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